Running Head: THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 	1


THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 	7






The Nature and Extent of Juvenile Delinquency

Name

Institutional Affiliation







The Nature and Extent of Juvenile Delinquency
Summary of the Information of the Websites 
	The Federal Bureau of Investigation (2016) suggests that juvenile delinquency in America is due to several factors such as gang-related activities, poverty, and trends in alcohol and substance abuse.  The FBI website offers enough information on the essential measures that can be used in making sure that children and other members of the society are safe.  The site further outlines examples of juvenile delinquency as well as the measures employed by the involved parties, services offers and the outcome of investigations. 
The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention page offers data on the funding offered, activities, and publications which relates to actions taken against delinquents. The information comprises law enforcement measures, correctional measures, enforcement strategies, crime prevention plans and fairness on race, gender and ethnic background. Further, the website provides statistical information regarding crimes that have taken place over the years alongside insights and information on victims (OJJDP, 2016). 
The Source Book of Criminal Justice Statistics has data regarding the details and features of the opinion of the public as well victim’s insights. There are details of seizures and arrests made and the outcomes of the courts concerning prosecution and sentencing the offenders. This information is associated with parole requirements, jail terms and the circumstances resulting to death punishment (Source Book of Criminal Justice Statistics, 2013). 
The National Center for Juvenile Justice site on the other hand ha data concerning profiling laws applied in every state about the incarceration of youths. It is stated that the achievement of such goals takes place by exploring factors like juvenile victimization, age boundaries, and strategies administered to address disparities in juvenile justice among the minority groups (NCJJ, 2014). 
Interesting and Surprising Findings
After reviewing the websites, it was interesting to see how a majority of the reported cases regarding juvenile delinquency involves a more significant percentage of youths from the white community than from the people of color and blacks. For example, the National Centre for Juvenile Justice website (NCJJ) reports that 43% of 2014 incidents involved Caucasian youths while that for blacks was 36% and only 18% for the Latinos (NCJJ, 2014).  American Indians accounted for 2% while Asians 1% (NCJJ, 2014).  It was surprising to find out that 53% of the reported incident involved youths below 16 years, with females from this age group representing 28% (NJCC, 2014). 
Juvenile Population Characteristics Based on OJJDP Website
As stated on the OJJDP website, a study carried out in 2016 suggests that the populace of juveniles in America was 74.6 million under the age of 18. A majority of the offenders were whites, totaling to 39 million, Latinos at 18.3 million, Blacks at 11.2 million, and Indian Americans at 736, 689 thousand (OJJDP, 2016). Further, the past years have seen the teenagers from single-parenting homes significantly increasing in 2016 from 11% to 17% (OJJDP, 2016). That is, 56% of youths from Black-Americans come lived with a single parent unlike 22% of the whites (OJJDP, 2016). The children living below the poverty line has declined with about 18% and the rate at which the kids finished their high school studies has increased by 92% as compared to 2014 (OJJDP, 2016).
OJJDP Statistics that Demonstrates Juveniles as Offenders, Victims and Juvenile Arrest
OJJDP web page uncovers that arrests in 2016 for teens under 18 years were 856,130. The number had fundamentally lessened by around 58% of all adolescents arrested in 2007 (OJJDP, 2016). Adolescents captured for vicious crimes like killing and aggravated ambushes stood at 800 and 19,300 respectively (OJJDP, 2016). Also, the most astounding number of property crimes announced involving teens was 184,430 including robbery, engine vehicle burglary, and incendiarism (OJJDP, 2016). Courts with adolescent purview have in the past dealt with under 1 million cases including individual, property and public offenses and infringement of laws identified with drugs (OJJDP, 2016).
Racial Differences in Arrests Date Based on OJJDP Website and Text 
The statistics indicated on the OJJDP website suggests that there is a substantial variation based on ethnic background regarding the delinquents arrested in the U.S. While most crimes reported involve youths from white Americans, most of the arrests made affects adolescents from the black and Hispanic communities (OJJDP, 2016). This finding is not different from the chapter 2 of the textbook which indicates that in the majority of cases reported to the police and juvenile courts, white American teens were convicted to probation while black American and Latino teens got punishments like being incarceration.
Factors that account for this
Racial variations in juvenile arrests are attributed to factors such as social structure, level of education, socio-economic status among others. 
Strengths and limitations the Following Data Types
Self-Report
It involves a strategy which is applied to determine the extent of juvenile delinquency by involving youths to offer an in-depth description of their current and lifetime involvement in criminal activities. As indicated in chapter 2 of the text book, self-reporting is essential as it allows for the determination of crime history of individuals incarcerated and other features of the criminal populace. These factors are attained by using questions that determines values, attitudes and the character of the participants. However, the limitation of self-reporting is the fact that the questions administered may have unreasonable expectations in offering youths the responsibility of willingly admit to being involved in violence.
UCR data
 	The Uniform Crime Report information has data published annually concerning the crimes committed and the statistics of juveniles.  It has information from over 17,000 police departments, examined by the FBI and compiled in a way that offenses are categorized I two group. Moreover, the data has several strengths including the utilization of three methods of expressing violence. It is cited in chapter 2 that the first procedure is where the number of crimes is represented to law enforcement agencies as raw figures. It is later calculated to determine the percentage change in the rate of offenses annually and crime rate based on every 100,000. However, the disadvantage of UCR data lies in the utilization of official arrests information in determining the rate of crime. Previously done studies suggest that victims of crime rarely report crimes, with only half of them reporting. This makes the information offered by the police unreliable since it may under-represent the total crime instances for every 100,000 people. Furthermore, arrest may demonstrate biases based on age, gender, and ethnic background. 
NCVS data
National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) data pays attention to crimes that go unreported to the police by undertaking surveys annually. The advantage of this data is that it incorporates data about victims, criminals, and the offense. It involves the insights and victim’s experience with the police, safety strategies employed and possible substance abuse by the perpetrators of crime. Further, NCVS data estimates the total yearly crimes and offers a clear picture on the issue in a country. However, the data experiences challenge such as over-reporting due to misinterpretation of the evens. Also, it cannot record personal criminal acts of the respondents, leading to possible errors.
The Dark Figure of Crime
As discussed in chapter 2, the dark figure of crime explains the different examples of juvenile delinquency that goes unreported and unincorporated in the yearly reports regarding criminal activities within a country. Studies indicate that a number of youths who participate in crime like drug and substance abuse, truancy, theft, and drug trafficking go unreported since they are considered petty. 
The Relationship between Economic Status, Age, and Delinquent Behavior
Delinquent behavior occurs due to factors like poverty, peer-pressure, weak social pillars like dysfunctional families and societal influence. The low socio-economic status of youths may drive them to crime as they try to meet their basic needs like food, clothing, and shelter. Furthermore, while some teens may come from well-off families, they may participate in crime due to peer pressure. Age is likewise linked to crime among youths in that senior criminal teenagers who act as role models to junior ones may influence their ability to engage in violence.
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